Pentecost Sunday

Pentecost marks the occasion of God sending the Holy Spirit upon Jesus’ disciples after his
Resurrection. The book of Acts describes how the disciples were gathered together in one place on
the day of Pentecost. The Jewish feast of Pentecost (Shavuot or the Feast of Weeks) was a day that
commemorated the giving of the law to Moses, a day soon to be marked as well by the giving

of the Holy Spirit. On Pentecost, the Holy Spirit gave the disciples the strength to fulfill their
commission to spread the Good News of Jesus. The Solemnity of Pentecost, which crowns and
fulfills the Easter season, is a good time to pray for a deeper indwelling of the Holy Spirit.

Prayer to the Holy Spirit

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful. Memorial of the Blessed Virgin

And kindle in them the fire of your love. Mary, Mother of the Church (June 1)
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you shall renew the face of the earth. Worship and the Discipline of the

The Marian title of “Mother of the Church,” was Sacraments inscribed the Memorial of

the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of the
Church in the General Roman Calendar
to be observed on the Monday after
Pentecost, taking precedence over an
obligatory Memorial that coincides with it.

given to the Blessed Mother by Bl. Pope Paul
VI at the Second Vatican Council and today’s
memorial was decreed by Pope Francis in 2018.
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